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Deputy Secretary (Culture) Ministry of Culture, Community and
M& Chief Executive Officer, National Arts Council of Singapore

Excellencies, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

A very good afternoon. It gives me great pleasure to be here this
afternoon. | would like to thank the Hong Kong Government for your
warm hospitality and excellent arrangements. Thank you very much on

behalf of my delegation.

Our Vision for Youth

In Singapore, we have adopted the working definition of Youth as those
between ages 15 and 35, and they comprise almost 27% of Singapore’s
resident population. They are a significant segment of our population.
Our youth are also our future and an integral part of how we can build
social capital for an engaged and inclusive society through the arts,
heritage, sports, and volunteerism. We believe that our policies and
programmes can nurture a generation of active, caring, and connected
youth, and youth leaders who will serve as change agents and role
models for our society even after they leave school.

We see the arts and heritage, in particular, as an effective way for the
youth to become more adept, active thinkers, with the ability to uncover
new possibilities and to pursue their aspirations. We believe that the
arts can foster empathy and creativity, and nurture values like self-
awareness, self-expression, and the confidence to experiment. They
also encourage young people to work in teams and have an appreciation
of other cultures.

In Singapore, we have put in place a comprehensive framework to
nurture our youths, from broad-based engagement in the schools for
them to experience the arts and heritage at an early age, to multiple
pathways beyond schools in developing their talents and nurturing
young aspiring artists. Arts education is also available in our tertiary
institutions for those who are keen to pursue careers in the arts or
creative industries.
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Laying the Foundation — Arts Education

Since the 1990s, the arts and heritage have been integrated into
Singapore schools to enable every child an early head start in their
lifelong journey of the engagement with the arts and heritage. In
addition to the arts curriculum, which is offered in our schools, the
National Arts Council’s Arts Education Programme was initiated in 1993
to provide all students with access to quality arts programmes, shows,
and workshops at highly subsidised rates.

The Singapore’s School of the Arts (SOTA) was established in 2009,
and it offers a unique curriculum where the arts and academic subjects
are integrated. It was set up to offer artistically inclined students every
opportunity to excel. Graduates of the SOTA may move on to professions
which may not necessarily involve the arts. They can be bankers, lawyers
or engineers. We believe that the training in arts equips them with good
communication skills and the ability to think critically, besides providing
them in their growing up years with a safe space for experimentation
and creativity, which stays with them for life.

We are also working on a structured programme to encourage more
students to visit our arts and heritage institutions. We believe such visits
will allow our students to share common experiences, and have greater
interest and appreciation for the arts and heritage at an early age. We
have piloted two such programmes. Last year, we developed museum-
based learning experiences for students who were aged 10 years old
to visit the National Gallery Singapore to learn about pioneer Singapore
artists such as CHUA Mia Tee. Through this kind of experiences,
students learn not only how to appreciate arts but also how the work of
our artists chronicles our shared history and values.

This year we have also piloted a programme, which is performing arts-
based, and aims to bring students who are aged 13 to 15 to attend pre-
and post-concert lessons and specially designed concert programmes to
complement their music syllabus. For instance, our national performing
arts centre, the Esplanade, organised a turntable-orchestra programme
which brought together electronic music with a festival orchestra. We
did this because we believe that it would help us to reach out to the
younger audience if we brought what they love, which is electronic
music, together with orchestra music and introduce to them how music
can lend itself to such a diverse range of expressions and styles.
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Active Participation Beyond Schools

The engagement does not stop there. Beyond schools, we initiate and
support a wide variety of programmes to encourage greater youth
involvement and to ignite their passions in the arts and heritage. Noise
Singapore is our largest youth arts platform. Throughout the year, this
platform offers opportunities for young people to learn, showcase their

creations, and meet like-minded people.

The National Arts Council works very closely with industry intermediaries
and corporate partners to present customised platforms and
programmes that not only highlight the original works and the creative
minds behind them, but also the journeys that these young people have
embarked on as they pursue their aspirations and dreams. We also
support the growth of platforms for youth arts groups to showcase their
artistic expressions, which are often a mix of traditions and modern
interpretations, to the community. The National Arts Council, for
instance, commissions works by youth arts groups to showcase their
works in the neighbourhood. An example is District 27 by P7:1SMA — an
experiential dance performance which drew inspiration from the lost

landmarks of Yishun and Sembawang towns.

Igniting Talents of Our Youths

We nurture young talents in the arts and heritage, providing them with
opportunities to excel as artists, as lifelong learners, and also as cultural
ambassadors overseas, representing Singapore. Emerging artistic
talents are supported, for example, through the Singapore National
Youth Orchestra, the Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra,
and the Singapore Symphony Children's Choir. They are managed by
our national arts organisations, the Singapore Symphony Orchestra
and the Singapore Chinese Orchestra. They have produced a strong
alumnus of musicians and contributed significantly to seeding our
national arts companies and other community orchestras in Singapore,
thereby raising the capabilities and quality of orchestra musicians in the
Singapore scene.

The Singapore National Youth Chinese Orchestra did us proud in the
inaugural performance in Beijing and Shanghai recently in June. In
particular, the Beijing concert showcased an impressive collaboration
between two visually impaired erhu players - Stephanie OW from
Singapore and ZHANG Jing Qi from China. This was really wonderful
and heart-warming to see.
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In 2015, the Singapore Symphony Children's Choir performed their
first concert overseas in Paris, and sang alongside Radio France at
the Philharmonie de Paris to commemorate 50 years of bilateral ties
between Singapore and France. We have also initiated national-level
talent development platform across art forms and genres. Last year,
we launched the National Youth Poet Ambassador programme, and
this was done to develop new poetry talent and also to raise the public
awareness of Singapore poetry and poets.

The growth of our vibrant arts ecosystem has seen our young artists
develop a good international reputation overseas. One example is WONG
Kah Chung. Prior to winning the prestigious Gustav Mahler Conducting
Competition in Germany, Kah Chung had received scholarship support
from the National Arts Council, the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory and the
Public Service Commission to pursue his music education and career. His
stint at the Singapore Chinese Orchestra and the Singapore Symphony
Orchestra also gave him the opportunities and the confidence to hone
his craft and take it overseas.

At the national level in Singapore, promising young artists and arts
practitioners are conferred the highest arts award for young people,
which is the Young Artist Award (YAA). Since its inception in 1992, the
YAA has been conferred to over 160 young artists across disciplines and
art forms, to encourage them to continue pursuing excellence in the arts
for their professional development, and in turn to contribute to a robust

and vibrant national art scene.

It is important that our youth are all-round individuals who pursue
excellence not only for personal benefits, but also making a positive
impact on fellow Singaporeans. Therefore, we have platforms such as
ArtReach and HeritageCares to encourage the youth to contribute to
causes and projects to build a better society. We want the youth to have
their voices heard, and to contribute to policies or issues that matter to
Singapore. Therefore, the young people are a key audience segment
that we consulted for the Heritage Plan of Singapore — a national

blueprint for Singapore's heritage sector that covers our journey and
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our plans from now to 2030. This was mentioned by Minister Grace FU

at this morning’s Ministerial Panel Discussion.

We have come a long way in developing this comprehensive frame of
efforts and programmes to nurture our youths, but there is a long way
more to go. We are doing what we can to nurture our youths and provide
them with every opportunity for access to the arts. They are our future
and will always be an integral part of our efforts to make Singapore a
good home for all generations. Thank you very much for this opportunity
to be here, and | look forward to many rich discussions with a lot of you

over the next couple of days. Thank you.
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